AUGUST 20005

Noney

@ = Highest-scoring
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The100 Best Places to Live

Some towns have it all—great schools, a thriving
job market, safe streets, plenty to do. The best offer one thing more: a

reason to go home again.

M PLACE/Population in thousands
o (town = town + surrounding are:

Yorba Linda, Calif. (61.9=64.4) Los Angeles [+ [+ 46 Sugar Land, Texas (77.6=134.7) e ©

Delmar, N.Y. (8.3=16.3) Albany [+] [+] 47 Hudson, Ohio (22.3«24.2) Akron [+] 4] o
23 Papillion, Meb. 18.0=22.4) Omaha e © 48  Boerne, Texas (6.7~ 29.4) San Antonio e © S
24 Fishers, Ind. (46.6=489) Indianapolis o O 49 Merrimack, N.H. (27.1- 212) Manchester o © g
25 Coronado, Calif. (25.1=251) San Diego o © 50 Ponte\VedraBeach, Fla. (33.6+354) Jacksonville @ @ z
26 Saratoga, Calif. (29.4=306) San fose [+] [+] 51 Centerville, Utah (15.2+15.2) Salt Lake City [+] [+] ES
27 Redmond, Wash. (47.1=64.0) Seattle [+] [+] 52 Crestwood, Ky. (2.2+16.7) Louisville - -] =
28 Wexford, Pa. (18.3=18.3) Pittshurgh o O 53 Urbandale, lowa (32.1-36.8) Des Moines [ +] [+] E
29 Tolland, Conn. 14.4=14.4) Hartford o © 54 American Fork, Utah (23.6+33.7) Prove [+] [+] 2
30 Overland Park, Kans. (161.3=1613) [+] 55 Madison, Miss. (16.3= 26.4) Jackson [+] [+] s
[57 Hopewell Junction, N.Y. (2.8=240 Nevs York City o O | s6 Trussville, Ala. na.6=197) Birmingham o © =
32 Evans, Ga. (20.1=276) Augista o © 57  Colchester, Conn. (15.216.0) Hartford o © 9
33 Yorktown, Va. (0.2+418) Newport News [+] [+] 58  Franklin, Tenn. (46.6=775) Nashville 4] [+] é
34 Cary, N.C.(M.0=1153) [ +] +] 59  Hockessin, Del. (12.9-172) Wilmington 80 5
35 Scoltsdale, Ariz. (227.0+2854) (+] +] 60 Riverton, Utah (27.5+361) Salt Lake City (+] [+] E
36 Westborough, Mass. (18.6+196) Worcester e © &1 Hummelstown, Pa. (4.3-136) Harrisburg e © =]
37 Midlothian, Va, (52.5+74.3) Richmond o © 62 Fairport, NY. (5.7 412) Rochester o © ‘5’_;-
38 Olive Branch, Miss. (26.3+350) Memphis e © 63 Lutz, Fla. (18.2+52.7) Tarnpa [+] [+ E
39 Rochester, Mich. (11.3+921) Detroit +] (+] 64 Ballwin, Mo. (31.1=947) 5t Lowis e © =
40  Colleyville, Texas (22.5+22.6) Dallos o © 65 Aptos, Calif. (9.2« 23.6) Santo Cruz o © =
41 East Amherst, N.Y. 18.5+125) Buffal o © 66 SantaBarbara, Calif. (92.2-1348) (] [+] §
42 Solon, Chio (21.4= 218) Cleveland Qo © |sr NewMilford;Cunn.ass-zs.smanbug [+ B+ ] I g
43 Saline, Mich. (8.6+196) Ann Arbor [+] [+ 68 Chino Hills, Calif. (7.4« 775) Pomona Qo © =z
44 West Linn, Ore. (23.7- 26.9) Portiand @ [+ 69  Uniontown, Ohio (2.8 243) Akron Q [+ §
45  West Chester, Ohio (46.4+ 46.4) Cincinnati o © 70  Hollywood, Fla. (1475« 416.6) Q (] £
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How MONEY found the Best Places:

WORKING WITH THE DATA MAVENS AT ONBOARD,
of Brooklyn, we searched for Great American Towns,
We started with 1,321 places of 14,000-plus popula-
tion, higher than median income, positive population
growth and real estate appreciation in the past five
vears. We screened out places that weren’t within 60
miles of a major airport and 30 miles of a major teach-
ing hospital. We eliminated towns with low education
scores or any that fell below the 25th percentile in any
two of the following: unemployment, income growth,
crime, or arts resources. The remaining 100 towns
were then ranked weighing economic, education

and safety factors twice as much as arts, leisure
and park space. We limited any metropolitan
area to one or two places. Arriving at the top
30, we culled more data on education, envi-
ronment, housing affordability, taxes,
commute times, and job market.
MOMNEY reporters then visited and
did interviews with the 12 highest
ranked cities to assess vibrancy of down-
towns, congestion, natural surroundings
and sense of community to come up
with the top ten best places to live. §




